THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

II.THE KING'S PROCLAMATION FOR BRINGING IN SEDITIOUS BOOKS

[Nov. 16, 1538.]

The King's most royal majesty being informed that sundry
contentions   and   sinister   opinions   HATH   BY   WRONG
TEACHING  AND  NAUGHTY PRINTED  BOOKS  IN-
CREASED AND1 grown within this his realm of England and
other his dominions amongst his loving subjects of the same
CONTRARY TO THE2 true faith, reverence and due observa-
tion of such sacraments and sacramentals and laudable rites,
ceremonies, as heretofore have been used and accustomed within
the Church of England,  whereof his  Highness immediately
under God is justly and lawfully Sovereign, chief and supreme
head in earth immediately under Christ.   ESTEEMING ALSO
THAT3 by occasion of sundry printed books in English tongue
as be brought from outward parts, and by such like books as have
been printed within this his realm, set forth with privilege, con-
taining annotations and additions in the margins, prologues, and
calendars, imagined and invented by the makers, devisers and
printers of the same books, as by sundry strange persons called
Anabaptists AND SACRAMENTARIES which be lately comen
into this realm where some of them remain privily unknown;
and by SOME other his Highness' subjects, using some super-
stitious speeches and rash words of erroneous matters,  and
fantastical opinions BOTH in their preachings and familiar
COMMUNICATIONS4  whereby  diverse  and   many  of  his
SIMPLE loving subjects have been induced and encouraged
arrogandy and superstitiously to argue and dispute in open places,
taverns and alehouses NOT ONLY UPON BAPTISM BUT
ALSO UPON5 the holy and blessed sacrament of the Altar,
AND FARTHER also to break, contempne and despise of their
own private wills and appetites, other holy sacraments, laudable
rites and ceremonies heretofore used and accustomed in this his
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